Remission of hepatitis B virus-associated membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis in a cirrhotic patient after lamivudine therapy.
We describe a 39-year-old man with hepatitis B virus-(HBV) related chronic hepatitis who presented with nephrotic syndrome and decompensated cirrhosis. A kidney biopsy revealed membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis (MPGN) which was thought to be related to the HBV infection. Because interferon-alpha therapy was generally not recommended in patients with advanced liver disease, we chose lamivudine as an alternate treatment for the HBV-associated glomerulonephritis (GN). After 3-month treatment with oral lamivudine, resolution of the renal disease dramatically occurred together with improvement in liver function. To our knowledge, this is the first case of HBV-associated MPGN successfully treated with oral lamivudine therapy. The possible role of lamivudine in the treatment of HBV-associated GN is discussed.